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- abortive and smbulant-chronic manifestations are trsated at home while those

HEW DATA OF THE EPIDEMIOLOGY OF BRUCELLOSIS I ISTRIA

Dr Valter Rukavina
Rijeka

Bovine diszeases and endsmic brucellosis in Is+ria present & nev and vital
kyglenic, economic, and social problem for our entire state. These zoonoses,
which appeared sporadically beform the war ani were probably brouvght from
Italy, have spread tkroughout the vhole province of Istria in recent years
and the explosive endemic attacks accounted for the death of .eversl hundred
heads of cattle.

The sources of infe-tion are chiefly manifesied in shieep abd goats,und deo poomily
in cowe, ;heep dogs, and othe: animels. Driving of the herd over long &nte-:cea,
ignorance of the herdamen on the subject of animal husbeaudry, inadequate

wetorivary supervisiin, and other factors contrikviz greatly tc the dissexinsrion

of this dieease.

Thosa engaged in animal husbendry were orally infected through the use of
milk and its by-products, percutaneously infected through bandling diseased
animal products such as leather, meat and manure, and probably by dust
affecting the conjunctiva and tonsils. The majority of these cases indicaiing

with subacute and acute toxic brucellosis are gemerally hospitalized in the
isolation vard of the Rijeke Hospital. Cultures from the blood and urins
specimens of these cases were identified as Br melitensis.

So far we know, cases indicsating clinical manifestations were mainly
infected through & brief and accidental axjosure or a single chance contact
with infected animal products, while those in constant contact with infected
animale indicated acquired imounity following a latent infectior.
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Organized collaboration of the epidemioclogist, cliniciet, and the
veterinarian 4s essantial in the fight against this disesss and “Le sclution
of many problems of epidemiclogy.

Brucellosie is a dangsrous disease of todey; yet, in a general epidemivlogical

end clinical sense, this disease is errcneously treated. Ip cur cruntry in
particular, the effective treatment of this disease is ax mperafive task

for our epidemiologiste.
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